In the Claims 

1. (Curr^tly Amended) A method for detecting contaminating microbes possibly 
present in a blood product comprising blood cells comprising: 

a) subjecting a sample of the blood product to an aggregation treatment of the blood 

cells, 

b) substantially eliminating aggregates fomied in step (a) by passage of the sample 
oyer a first filter allowing passage of contaminating niicrobes, but not cell aggregates, 

c) sele«:ti vely lysing residual cells of the filtrate obtained in step (b)^ 

d) adding a marker agent to label the cofitaminatirig microbes either during step (a) 
or step (c), 

e) recovering the contanainating^ microbes by passage of the lysate fi-om step (c) over 
a second filter with a pore size of about 03 ^m to less than 1 fxm which retains contaminating 
microbes and allows a llowing passage of cellular debris, and 

f) analyzing material oti the second filter to detpcjt labeled contaminating niicrobes 
possibly retained by the second filter. 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising addition of a 
permeabilizatipn agent of the containinating.microbes in at least 'one of the steps (a), (c) or (e). 

3. (Currentiy Amended) The mettiod according to claim 2, wherein the 
permeabilization agent is selected firom tiie group consisting of polyethylene imine, 
chlorhexidine diacetate, chlorhexidirie diglu[[-]]conate, ethylene diamine tetraacetate acid 
(EDTA) alone or in combination with nisin, a detergent and mixtures thereof. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method accx)rding to claim 3, wherein the detergent is 
selected from the group consisting of N-octyl p-D-glucdpyraiioside, SDS, polyoxyethyleneglycol 
dodecyl ether and mixtures thereof. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the marker agent is a marker 
solution selected from among the group consisting of an esterase substrate,, a . labeled antibody 
and a marker of nucleic acids. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the marker agent qomprises 
a fluorescent marker or an agent coupled to a fluprochronie or an enzyme enabling degradation 
of a substrate thereby made fluorescent. 

7. (Currently Amended). The method according to claim 6^ wherein fluor^cence is 
det e cted p roduced using by an excitation laser and detected . 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the blood cells of ttie blood 
product .are platelets or red cells or a mixture thereof 

9. (Origiii^l) The method accotdiiig to claiin 1, wherein the blood product comprises 
platelets and step (a) comprises bringing the sample into contact with an aggregation 
composition comprising at least one aggregation agent selected from the group consisting of 1) a 
specific antibody of a platelet antigen, 2) a strong agonist of platelet activation selected from the 
group consisting of thrombin, TRAP (thrombin receptor activating peptide), trypsin, collagen, 
thromboxane A2, PAF (platelet activating factor), ionophore A23 187, immune complexes and 
complement factors, and 3) a weak agonist of platelet activation selected from the group 
consisting of ADP, adrenalin, arachidonic acid. Von Willebrand factor, serotonin and 
epinephrine. 
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10. (Original) The method according to claim 9, wherein concentration of the 
antibody is between about 0.5 jig/ml and about 50 Mg/mL 

11. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 9, wherein concentration- of strong 
agonist is between: 

about G.5 lU/ml and about 100 lU/mi; for thrombin; 

about 5 jiM and about 200 \iM for TitAP; 

about 1 iiM aiid about 500 riM for trypsin; 

about O.05 ^g/rril and about 50 [xW^l for collagen; 

about 0.01 |ig/ml and about 5 jig/nil for thromboxane A2; 

about 0.005 .mg/m[l and j^^^ mjg^ml for PAF;; or 

about 0.1 |iM and about 100 jiM for ionqphore A23187. 

12. (With<ka\^^ method according to cM^ 9, wherein concent weak 
agonist is between: 

about 0. 5 arid about l OO |iM fc)r ADP, aikeiialin or epin^hjm 
about 0.001 mM and about lO mM for arachidonic acid; 
about O.QOl ing/ml iand aboiit .1 mg/ml for Von Willebrahd factor; or 
about 0.05 \i and about 100 |liM for serotonin. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 9, whereih the antibody is selected 
from the group coiisisting of an aiatirCD, anti-GD32, anti-PTAl j anti-P42, anti-GpIIb/IIIa and 
anti-GpFV antibody. 

14. (Currently Amended) The misthod according to claim 1, wherein the blood 
product comprises red cells and step, (a) comprises, bringing the :sample into contact with an 
agglutination compositidn cQm[[-]]prising at least oile agglutinatidn agent selected from the 
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group consisting of lectins, polyethylene iminej polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP), gelatins, dextrans 
and polyethylene glycols (PEG). 

15. (Original) The niethod according, to claim 14^ wherein the lectins have erythro- 
agglutiniii activity. 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 14, wherein the .lectins are selected 
from the group consisting of Phuseqlus yulgqris, Vicia sattva, Vieia fabq and Efythrim 
eorallodendron. 

17. (Origmal) The method according to claim 16; wherein cofncentration <>f Phaseolus 
vulgaris lectiiiis between about 10 fig/nil and about 200 jig/ml. 

18. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 14, whereiii contcentratibn of 
polyethylene imine is between about 0.1% (wei^t/volume) and about 40?^ (weight/volume 

19. (Withdrawn) The method according to cliira 14, wherein the 
polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP) is selected from the group consisting: of PVP-40 and PVP-360 at a 
concentfatipn between abotit 0.1% (weight/vc^uine) and about 4Q% (weigJ^ 

20. (Withdrawn) The method . according to claim 14, wherein the gelatin is: ait a 
concentration between about 0^5% (weight/VQlimie) and ab<^^^ (weight yplume), 

21. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 14, wherein dextran is selected-from 
the group consisting of Dextran 70, Dextran 100 and Dextran .500 at a cohcehfration betwee^^ 
about 0. 1 % (weight/volume) and about 40% (weight/volimie), 

22. (Withdrawn) The me&od, according to claim 14, wherein the polyethylene glycol 
is selected from the group consisting of PEG8^ PEG17 and PEG35 at a concentration between 
about 0.05% (weight/volume) and about 40% (weight/vplume). 
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23. (Previously Presented) Tlie metiiod according to claim .1, wherein, step (c) is 
performed with a lysis solution comprising one or more, detergents selected fepin the group 
consisting of saponin, SDS, polyoxyethyleneglycol dodecyl ether, Pplidocanpl, N-octyl p-D- 
glucopyranoside and sodim carbphaLte. 

24. (Qri^nal) The method according to claim 1, wherein the contaminatihg microbes 
are aerobic or Maerobic bacteria, mbld^^ yeast?, or live and/of dead bacterial spores^ 

25. (Currently Aniended) The method to elatm 1, wherein the size of tiie 
pores of the first filter are between about 2 |im and about 20 jim. 

26. ((Currently Amended) The methpd according to claim 1„ wherein the size: of the 
pore^ of the second filter are b e twe e n a bout 0.4 feS^iim and about 2 |imi . 

27. (Gurrently Amended) The method according to claim 1, whefeiii. the 
contaminatmg microbes are aerobic or anaerobic bacteria^ molds, yeasts, or live and/or dead 
bacterial spores,, and the size of the p ores of thie first filter are between abpwt 2 ^m and.about 20 
)im, and the size of the pores of the second filter are b etwe e n a bout 0.4 QtSrpm and about 2 |xm . 

28. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein step (f) is performed in an 
enclosed device. 

29. (Withdrawn) A device for concenfratirig contMiinating, microbes possibly present 
in a blood product comprising blood cells comprising: 

a first waterti^t, sterile tank cohtaming at least one blood cell aggregation agent and, 
optionally, at least one agent for labeling pathogenic microbes; 

a second watertight, sterile tank containing at least one lysis agent for blood cells and, 
optionally, at least one agent for labeUng pathogenic niuc^^^ 
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a fu^t filter located between the. first and second tanks and capable of retaining 
aggregates.formed in said first tank; 

a second filter located downstream of the second tank and C2^)able of retaining possible 
contaminating pathogenicmicrobes; and 

2l watertight, sterile connector placed between thie first tank and the. first filter, between 
the first filter and the second tank» and between the second tank and the second filter, 

30. (Withdrawn) The device according to claim 29, fiirther comprising- a watertij^t, 
sterile connector to connect a bag containing the blood product to the first sterile tank, 

31. (Withdrawn) The device according to claim 30, wherein the watertight, sterile 
connectidn connK^ting the bag contaEimhg thfe blood product to thte first sterile taiidc has a reverse 
lock valve. 

32. (Wiflidrawii) The dievice according: to claun 29^ iiirther compfiqLsmg means for 
sampling a determined volume of the blood product directly firom a storage bag of the product 
into the first tank. 

33. (Withdrawn) The device according to claim 30, wherein the fibrst sterile tank is 
fitted with a sample suctionihg ;system. 

34. (Withdrawn) The device according/to claim 33, wher€fin the suctioning system is 
a piston. 

35. (Withdrawn) The device according to claim 29, wherein the second filter is 
enclosed in a membrane support having two parts tiiat can be separated for removing the filter. 

36. (Withdrawn) The device according to claim 29» which is enclosed and sterile. 

37. (New) The.niethod according to claim 1, wherein the size of the pores of the first 
filter are about 1 1 iitn or about 5 ^m. 
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38. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the contaminating- microbes are 
aerobic or anaerobic bacteria, molds, yeasts, or live and/or dead bacterial spores, and the size of 
the pores of the first filter are about: 1 1 ^m or about 5 |im, and the size of the pores of the second 
filter are about 0.4 ^m. 
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